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TO ¢
FROM 1
SUBJECT: Radio Pree Europe

1. You will recall that during our conversatlion
with Prank Wisner on 7 January 1957 we discussed the
g&rtlp%gy@d by Radio Pree Burope in the Hungarian

2, My Headquarters has prepared a study of
this subject. I have obtained & copy of this report,
which I attach herewith and which you and your Servige
may find of some interest,
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L. Is there any evidence that RFE broadcasts
1y inspired or provoked the uprising?

u@at&mn ;

Commant :  MNone.

Did RVE male recommendations for aatzﬂn.ah@r@'@f aymed
rebellion whigh could have inclted the revolution?

Comment: No. The primary r@i&Aaf ﬁﬁﬁ'waa that of a
transmltter of news. Historical precedent was fregquently
quoted. Examples from 24 October broadcasts: '

"The battle for freedom 1s being fought by the entire
people, He who opposes this battle opposes the
people. The police in East Germany and Poznan

did not fire on the people. He who turhs his

gﬁgpag against the Hungarian people will pay for
:_~'$'l .

Or anether example:

"Leaders of armed groups and party functionaries,
your place 1s on the side of the people. He 1s a
trait@r'wha rises against the people in the people's

Sueh advice did not seem to us to incite, it was exhorta-
tion to eontinue the battle for freedem., Commentators
interpreted the news, but the direet reporting of news
seemed to us to be stralghtferward and impartial. :

juestion €. Did RFE at any time directly or indirectly
imply That military ald from outside would come or might come
to the Hungarlan patriocta?

Comuent: It did not. One aomment related te this guestion
wha B quotation on 29 October, from & speech by John
Foster Dulles whieh expressed "deep sympathy for the
suffering Hungarians" and sald that the U,8, will take
"foreeful steps for practiesl assistance.’ We take this
to mean medical, economie, or other similar assistence,
Another comment on 4 November, reporting Western reaetion
to the Soviet attack of Hungary, guoted from an article
in the Londen Qbserver by its Washington eovrespondent

in part as follows "if the Hungarians hold out for 3-i
aagaﬁ intense pressure will be brought to besr on the
U.8. to offer military assistance to Hungary,"




1 b

STATET Birikm or failur@ to aalivav farm ﬁﬁﬁ@uﬂtﬁ*

Comment: HNere again, RFE based 1ts broadoasts on the
news from Hungary, where the workers were on strike. In
speclial messuges bo both the workers and the peasants,
there was continuing emphasis on the fact that for
non-fighters the beat weapon was the strike, and that
peasants should provide food and whatever other assist-
ance they could te the fighters for freedom. An example
oogurred on 26 October:

" Workars, ﬁungariﬁﬁa do not peport back to work
while the Soviets are murdering our br@thara, Order
the Soviat aalﬁiara back to their barracks,"

Later, Zoltdn Kdroly 3}@&& to the villagers and

the peasants. He =ald, among other things,

"...work has stopped in the villages. The villagers
stand solidly behind the heroes of Budapesat. The
longer villagers do not go back to wark the longer
the present regime will be embarassed.”

In addition, there were appeals to the peaaants to give
food to the freedom fighters, to take half their foeod
into the eities., To the extent that the peasgants
were asked to do this, this would be considered a call
for passive action on fallure to dellver farm products.

maatieﬁ 4, RPFE did serve as 2 communications center

i reporting baek to Kun%ary of broasdecasts made by the
patviet raﬁiaa. Did RFE limit ite scbivities to stralght
rébroadeasts or 1s there evidence that RFE editorialized
and added to the patrist brosdceasts?

Commént: As far as we ¢an tell, RFE did not sditorialize
but limibed its rebroadeasts to stralght reporting of
what thls or that patriot radie sald., It also rebroad-
onst appeals for medical asaistance, and later,
measages from Hungarlsns who had gone abroad, back to
thelr collesgues. In the sénse that patriot radio
broadeasts ware rebroadeast on a selected basls, we
believe there was no editorializing but do belleve
there wae & certain amount of editing. For example,
only one patriet radio broadecast eritical of RFE was




réebroadcast and answered, where radic Gybr took offense
at semething Prof. Sdndor Varga of Munich University

' ga&ﬁlggéa speech originally broadeast by RFE on 1 Novem-
\QP. '

on 5. Did RFE offer advice as to political demands
- the patriots should male? ' '

Comment: We believe our snawer to this guestion should
be a qualifled affirmative; qualified to the extent that
we cannot determine whether such demands originated with
the patriots or whether with RPE. In geners.l, advice
wag that of caution, - "beware of traitors,” "ohserve
solidarity,” in one instance Colonsl Bell warned the
Huhgarian soldiers to be careful of trickery in the

new order %o cease fire, mentioning the case of the
Trojan horse as a lesson. Another type of advice was,
for example, on the establishment of National Committees,
peasant counclls, ete., Then there were suggestions that
the AVH be abolished, free electlons be held, ste. At
the same time, however, 1t should be noted that RFE fre-
quently exhorted against revenge, stating that Hungary
has won an honorable, clean battle and that it should not
besmirch this with cutbursts of revenge.

Question: In this connection to what extent did RFE
intervene in suggesting politleal leaders or in attacking
Hungarian political leaders? ‘

Comment: The first part of thie question,can be ushesitat-
1n%1y answered in the negative. The second part is another
matter. There were frequent attaske first on Gerd,
then on Nagy and later on Kidddr, together with all their
ovlleagues who had been or are communists. The BRFE ,
broadessters Baldds Balog, Gallicus, Janus and others led
the attack on the politieal leaders, Colonel Bell on

the military. The RFE reporting on Magy is a case

gtudy in itsell, Beginning with the announcement on

24 Oetober that Nagy was the new Prime Minister of
ﬁunga#y, RFE eritlolzed Nagy, ommparing him to Gerd,

On 24 October, for example, Gallicus cemments that the
revelution first asked for the restoration of Nagy, who
imposed martial law as his first act. Later, on the

same day, Gallieus delivered an impassioned talk on who

was responsible for Soviet troops in Hungary and stated
that the responsibility fer this orime would be determine
by the future. on 25 October | pndor Gellert spent 10




minutes in conmenting on the responsibility of Nagy for
events. He stated that Nagy called in Soviet troops to
Hungary and imposed martisl law. "This is probably the
greatest example of & tralter in history.” oOn 26 Oetober
in a general commentary on the history of the past
2k houra, 1t was sald that Gerd Lis primerily responsible
for what happened, and will the Nagy govermment do anything
about bringing Gerd to Justise? On 29 Ooteober Balazs
Balog stlll attacked Nagy, who lied, he said, Colonel
Bell, on 1 November commented on the announgement of the
regime that ﬁaﬁg was not responsible for martial law, ete.,
that 1t was Ge

_ and Hededls who ordeved this, Then,
Colonel Bell sald, "If we acoept this, why didn't Nagy
release Mlndszenty®" Iater the same day, 1 November,
Janus spoke about the 3 renegades, Gerd, Hededls ang
Piros, and stated that sceopding to Nagy, Gerd was respons-
ible for Boviet intervention, Criticism of Nsgy himselfr
seemed to taper off, with comments limited to selescted
members of hls reglme unacceptable to the Hungarian
people. Through the 4th of November, Nagy was primerily
& news item, with reporting of his activities culminating
in his appeal to the UN and his arrest by the Soviet
troops, ' :

Question 6. Did RFE broadeast full texts of the speeches
ade oy the President, the Secretary of State and
Ambassador Lodge or were these speeches covered in
political commentary with quotes taken out of eontext?

Comment: In general, quotes from these speeches were
used in straight news reporting. There is no evidence of
quotes taken out of context for politleal reporting.

On 4 November in the several rébroadoasts of UN General
Awa&mhlygﬁrma&a@iag&, there was a complete rebrosdoast
in English with Bungarien en~the-spot translation of
Ambassador Lodge's speech presenting his resolution.

n 7. In_@@m&@@tﬁ@n»wi@h;rabraaﬁﬁ&a&ingm@f’gaﬁriat
adins, 18 there any evidence that RPE played down the
more {lamboyant demands? For example, somg of the patriot
radlos called for Cardinal Mindszenty to become Premier
of Rungary. Did RPE avold broadeasting this? It 18
recognized that this last point will be very diffieult
to sover but If there is evidence, it should be reported.

Comment: No. The example given was not rebrosdesast by RPE,
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There were freguent references to Mindszenty, particularly
with regard to hls whereabouts. These comments were

made in eonnectlon with the release of the Prelate of

Poland and requested the releass of Mindsszenty in the

ssme manner. 'The people want to hear Cardinal Mindgrzenty,..
The people want a spiritual leader ... Cardinal Mindszenty
should be relessed so he could assume the leadership

of the Catholie Chursh in Hungary.'

In general, we are agreed that news was u@uﬁllzh
reported ln an ilmpartisl mamner. Very frequently, there
were sentences spoken in by wildentified speakers between
program i1tems, We belleve, however, that 1f we put our~
gelves in the position of Hungarian llsteners, these
sentences oould not be considered as "ineiting," -

they would inapire one to continue the battle for
freedom, but not to start 1t.

On oceasion, some of the speakers, like Colonel Bell,
Joseph MdIndr and others, sounded emotional. Two
things should be borne in mind, a) Hungarians are
bagloally emotional, and b) this was an emotional occasion.
It seems to us that when twelve yesrs of typanny are
opposed with the first possibility of success, emotionallsm
can be understood,

It may seen presumptious on our part to comment on
how some of these broadoasts may be used. MNevertheless,
we feel 1t incumbent on us to warn that sentences or
phrages could possibly be taken out of these broasdeasts
te serve to buttress the point that RFE "incited."
These sentences would be out of context, a common propa~
ganda triok,

The comments veported refleect our joint opinion.




